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Youth & Children’s Minister
A fuller picture of Christ Church St Andrews, our church family and the ministry opportunity.
	OUR VISION
Our aim is to glorify God by building a Christ-centred community through the power of the Holy Spirit. We do this by making and growing followers of Jesus.


Welcome!
Thank you for considering the Youth & Children’s Minister role at Christ Church St Andrews. This pack gives more background than the main advert so that you can understand the church, our current ministry and the opportunities we see for the future.
About Christ Church St Andrews
We are a welcoming and growing church based in the heart of Herne Bay. In recent years we have seen encouraging growth in children, young people and families connecting with church through Sunday services, children’s and youth ministries and schools’ ministry.
We are an evangelical Anglican church seeking to present the gospel clearly and relevantly. We have 6congregations 
Our Congregations
· Tuesday Bay Ignite – , a family congregation that connects with young families (most children ages 3-11), including families with special needs and many single-parent families. Average attendance 40-45, Congregation size 60.
· Thursday Bay Ignite – a weekly congregation which reaches those with additional needs but not limited to those people. Average attendance 25-30, Congregation size 40.
· Sunday 9am – a weekly communion service for those who like a smaller service.
Average attendance 30-40, Congregation size 45.
· Sunday 11am – a weekly larger, more informal service with communion once a month.
Average attendance 175-210, Congregation size 260.
· Sunday 3.30pm – a monthly afternoon service seeking to serve older people. Average attendance 25-30, Congregation size 10 (a large team facilitates this).
· Sunday 7pm – an evening service with a mixture of styles but most a café style teaching service. Average attendance 15-20, those who attend all attend other services.
The current youth & children’s ministry
· Sunday 11.00am: weekly creche, weekly Junior Church (ages 5–11), and a monthly youth group (ages 11–16). Current provision serves around 20–30 children and young people.
· Tuesday: Bay Ignite - a weekly alternative service involving adults, children and young people; the role includes taking a significant role in this team. The congregation is up to 60 people.
· Wednesday: a small youth group for churched young people; the role includes leading this team.
· Schools: established relationships with four non-church schools, including assemblies, Christmas and Easter services, and other opportunities.
· Summer: an annual holiday club for ages 5–11, currently running for three days.
Where we want to go next
· Open youth work with young people not yet engaged with church.
· Stronger discipleship opportunities, especially for older teens.
· A broader age range and stronger culture of volunteer involvement, including training newer Christians.
· Greater involvement of young people in Sunday worship.
· One-off events and other opportunities for children and youth.
· In the longer term, a youth service to be established.
Schools, community & the wider church
The youth and children’s ministry sits within a much bigger network of relationships and opportunities.
Schools & community connections
Our links with local schools are an important bridge into the wider community. We currently serve four non-church schools with assemblies and services, particularly around Christmas and Easter, and have a relationship with the town’s secondary school. The new minister will support and build on relationships already established by other staff.
Our wider community ministry includes the South Room offering practical help with computers, benefits and jobs; a food larder responding to current economic pressures and being responsible for the town’s Remembrance Day activities.
The staff team
The staff team includes Vicar Anthony Everett, Associate Vicar Simon Fellows, and Denise Parrett, a self-supporting curate and part-time paid staff worker with major responsibility for music, alongside a part-time administrator and cleaner. The team meets regularly for prayer, Bible study, encouragement and practical planning. There are also many lay volunteers and four PTO clergy.
We want staff to work collaboratively, support one another and make good use of the gifts and ministry experience already present within the church family.
Church life 
Alongside the ministries already mentioned the church has seventeen homegroups, Christianity Explained and Growing in Faith courses, prayer gatherings, weekly zoom prayer, teaching events, social activities, men’s and women’s ministry, leadership training and community-facing initiatives.
The intention is not for the Youth & Children’s Minister to be involved in  all of this, but to become part of a wider church culture where ministry is shared, people are equipped and the different parts of church life work together, with this new role being an active part of the Church Staff Team.
Life in Herne Bay
Herne Bay offers seaside living, walks along the coast, woods and a changing local community. We see the town not simply as somewhere to live, but as the community in which we want to serve, build relationships and share the good news of Jesus.
Time off & practicalities
· The staff team is committed to a proper day off each week, five weeks’ holiday and time off during the working week.
· One conference a year is supported for growth and encouragement outside the parish.
· Reasonable expenses will be refunded. 
· The person appointed will need to find their own accommodation. Where possible, the church will help with local knowledge.
Find out more
The church website and Facebook page provide current information and recent material. Website: parishofhernebay.org.uk. Facebook: Christ Church St Andrews.
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